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order and method which make the plan and arrangement of his book 
visible almost as soon as it is opened. With these characteristics it is 
natural that the illustrations are mostly diagrams or semi-diagrams. 
They are none the less useful. 

The practitioner will therefore find this book a convenient one from 
which to get an insight into the present state of renal surgery without 
having to puzzle or weary his" brains too much with masses of facts, 
most of which would never be likely to have much significance to any¬ 
one but a specialist. 

The normal anatomy of the kidney is first dealt with, then its de¬ 
formities, next, in the following order: Injuries, new growths, para¬ 
sites, hydronephrosis, calculus, tubercular pyelitis and abscess from 
other causes, perinephritis, haematuria, pyuria, operations and methods 
by which one ureter can be temporarily occluded. In conclusion, there 
are a bibliography and an index. The work naturally contains a large 
number of references, which are for the most part useful and judicious. 
Occasionally, however, they are not perfectly accurate; for instance, 
our own journal is not correctly described at page 19, and the same 
annotations wherein this misdescription occurs, contains an example of 
a kind of “rough and ready” mode of expression into which Mr. Bruce 
Clarke too often allows himself to fall, a mode of expression not in 
keeping with the character of a systematic surgical monograph or 
treatise. Another fault similar in origin, though not the same in nature, 
occurs in the first foot-note on page.79. 

But these blemishes do not seriously affect the value of the book, 
and may be got rid of with a little care in a future edition. 

The book is well printed, neatly bound and of convenient size. 

C. B. Kf.etley. 

Autobiography of Samuel D. Gross, M.D., D.C.L. Oxon., LL. D., 
Cantab., Edin., Jeff. Coll., Univ. Pa., Emeritus Professor of Surgery 
in the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia. With sketches of 
his Contemporaries. Edited by his sons, Samuel W. Gross, M.D., 
and A. Haller Gross. In two volumes, 8vo., cloth, Roxburgh bind¬ 
ing. Philadelphia, George Barrie, Publisher, 1887. 

Among the surgeons of America at the time of his retirement from 
the active duties of a lecturer on surgery. Dr. Gross stood facile frin- 
ceps. For many years he had been a leader in every movement for the 
advancement of the profession, which he so highly honored. His com¬ 
manding figure, noble features, magnificent presence and genial man¬ 
ners, together with abundant resources of wit and learning, rendered 
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him perforce a conspicuous personage in any gathering, professional or 
social, in which he was found. In addition to the attractive attributes 
with which nature had endowed him, not less of his success was due to 
his extraordinary capacity for hard work. 

This was exemplified in his course immediately after having ac¬ 
quired his doctorate in medicine. In the absence of professional ob¬ 
servation of his own, he devoted himself to making available the labors 
of others, translating Bayle and Hollard’s General Anatomy , Hatin’s 
Manual of Obstetrics , Hildebrand’s Typhoid Fever and Tavernier’s 
Operative Surgery. He followed these with an original work upon the 
Anatomy , Physiology and Diseases of the Bones and Joints , complet¬ 
ing them all within eighteen months after he had received his degree. 
The literary labors, thus early begun, were continued throughout his 
life, two important papers prepared during his last days being pub¬ 
lished posthumously. His work on Pathological Anatomy, the first 
systematic treatise upon that subject in the English language, was pub¬ 
lished nine years after receiving his degree, while his work on the 
Diseases of the Urinary Bladder, published twelve years later, holds 
high rank in the literature of the subject. His works on Foreign 
Bodies in the Air Passages , Wounds of the Intestines , Military Sur¬ 
gery, Lives of Eminent Physicians and Surgeons of the Nineteenth 
Century , and John Hunter and His Pupils , followed hard . upon his 
earlier efforts. In addition to these, he wrote extensively for the 
medical periodical press, and from time to time presided editorially 
over several medical jouruals. But the work of his life, his best mon¬ 
ument after death, was his System of Surgery , first issued in 1859, 
passing through six American editions, the last of which appeared in 
1882, and being translated into several other tongues. I he two portly 
volumes, in which it appears, form his surgical autobiography, as the 
work now under consideration forms his personal autobiography, and 
the various editions present a faithful mirror of his surgical practice 
during half a century of teaching. 

It is interesting to note that his direct income from his published 
works during the forty two years following his graduation in medicine, 
was about eighteen thousand dollars, the greatest portion of which was 
derived from the System of Surgery, while his receipts from his various 
professorships amounted to one hundred and ten thousand dollars. 
The actual profit derived from both sources, however, was many times 
these amounts, because of the fees gained by the practice which they 
produced. 

Notwithstanding the high position which he attained in surgery, Dr. 
Gross remarked: “I have always thought myself a better physician 
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than surgeon,” basing his belief on the extensive experience which he 
had gained during many years of family and consultation practice. He 
had a natural repugnance to the sight of blood, and, when a student, 
was once obliged to leave a room in which phlebotomy was being done, 
to avoid fainting. Throughout his life, he felt uncomfortable while 
witnessing an operation, although he could forget his feelings when he 
himself wielded the scalpel. 

Rarely has a man received the contemporary recognition accorded 
to this one. The profession of his own country were far from failing 
in any respect to show the veneration with which he was regarded by 
them, while the highest scholastic honors of other countries were show¬ 
ered upon him. His learning was recognized by the three great uni¬ 
versities of Great Britain, and he was decorated in the precincts hal¬ 
lowed by the memories ofLinacre and Radcliffe, Caius and Monro. A 
large portion of his memoirs is devoted to a rehearsal of the interesting 
events of his tours abroad. He was greeted with most cordial respect by 
Virchow, Langenbeck, Billroth and Rokitansky, his observations upon 
whom are of the greatest interest. In England, his relations with Syme 
and ‘^Simpson of Edinburgh, Ackland of Oxford, and Humphry of 
Cambridge, Paget. Gull, Erichsen, Burrowes, and many others equally 
distinguished, were agreeable, and their recital adds not a little to the 
interest of the work. He particularly admired the author of Rab and 
his Friends, whose acquaintance he had formed in Edinburgh, and 
whom he eulogizes more than once. 

His relations with Marion Sims were close and intimate, and his 
sketch of the life and character of Sims is full and appreciative. He 
refers to the large income which Sims received when at the zenith of 
his fame, and quotes from one of his letters an itemized account of his 
receipts for a single month, amounting to more than twenty-two thous¬ 
and dollars. Many other American physicians are the subjects of 
kindly sketches, among whom may be found the two Flints, Mott, 
McClellan, Physick, Bache, Mussey, Dunglison, Homer, Hays and Pan¬ 
coast. 

Dr. Gross was to an eminent extent an organizer. To his exertions 
were due the formation of the American Surgical Association, which is 
accomplishing so much good work, and the Philadelphia Academy of 
Surgery. He was the first to publicly suggest the journalizing of the 
transactions of the American Medical Association, of which he was one 
of the founders and at one time the president, while a number of 
other useful institutions were brought into existence by him. 

In his domestic relations, Dr. Gross would seem to have been charm¬ 
ing. The tenderness with which he refers to - ‘my dear wife,” and the 
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readiness with which he accords to her the credit for great aid in his 
literary and social plans, together with his touching attitude regarding 
h er last hours and her many virtues cannot but add to the dignity of 
the great surgeon. 

While the editorial work upon the memoir has been excellent, and 
the mechanical work almost perfect, the reader can not but wish that 
orte or two points might have been changed. The abrupt termination 
of the narrative, at the point where the author laid his pen down for the 
last time, grates upon the mind. If that portion of the introduction, 
relating to the Master’s last hours, had been more detailed, rendered a 
little more definite and placed at the end of his story, it would have 
been a source of satisfaction to many. The only other blemish to be 
noted is the incompleteness of the index, which detracts decidedly from 
the value of the book as a working history. 

Nevertheless, it is rare that a single book has contained so much of 
value pertaining to the history of medicine and surgery. Rarely has 
so perfect a view been presented of the real life of a great man as this 
one. And it is not only the reflection of his joys and triumphs, his 
griefs and sorrows, but it is as well a grand picture in which are limned 
lifelike portraits of most of his distinguished contemporaries. 

. James E. Pilcher. 

Leiirbuch der Allgemeinen Chirurgie. Von Dr. med. Hermann 

Tillmanns. Docent der Chirurgie an der Universitat Leipzig, 

Veit & Co., 188S. New York, G. E. Stechert. 

Text Book of General Surgery. 

The above is the first volume of a larger work, entitled ‘Lehrbuch 
der Allgemeinen und Speciellen Chirurgie’ in two volumes; but each 
half of the work is intended to form a complete work in itself. The 
second half is promised within a year. The contents of the book in 
its present form embraces general operative technique, general surgi¬ 
cal bandaging and general surgical pathology and therapeutics. The 
study, practice and history of surgery and the development of modem 
surgery are made the subjects of an introductory chapter. 

The third part, the most important one, treating of general pathol¬ 
ogy and therapy, contains five subdivisions as follows : 

(1) General remarks on injuries and inflammation; (2) Injuries and 
surgical diseases of soft parts ; (3) Injuries and surgical diseases of the 
bones ; (4) Injuries and surgical diseases of the oints; (5) Tumors. 



